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1 I I Claims Nos.: 

' — because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
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2 ' A 1 be^l* ?hey relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 
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because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple Inventions in this International application, as follows: 



1.1 — I As ail required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers ail 
I — I searchable claims. 

2. j I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not Invite payment 
— of any additional fee. 

3 1 — I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I — 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 T H No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. C 
1 — 1 restricted to the invention first mentioned In the claims; it is covered by 



Consequently, this International Search Report Is 
claims Nos.: 
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j j The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 
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Claims Nos.: 1-3 



Present claims 1-3 are so broad and unclear that a meaningful search over 
the whole scope of the claims Is not possible. The method of claim 1 1s 
not limited to a specific microorganism but refers to ANY microorganism. 
Furthermore, not a specific metabolic pathway has to be inhibited but ANY 
kind of metabolic pathway essential for viability. The expression 
"metabolic pathway ESSENTIAL FOR VIABILITY" 1s per se not clear in the 
sense of Article 6 PCT. When a pathway is essential depends very much on 
the growing conditions of the microorganism. Is an essential "product 
missing in the growing medium and the microorganism 1s able to synthesize 
said "product" then the biosynthesis pathway for said "product" which 
could be part of a metabolic pathway is an essential pathway for 
viability. However, 1f said "product" is comprised 1n the growing medium, 
then biosynthesis of said "product" can be redudant and thus the 
biosynthesis pathway for said "product" is not anymore essential for 

Duetto 1 this inaccuracy the true scope of the claim(s) is not clear and 
can thus not be searched. • 
Even if one would consider the claim clear, it would still not be in 
accordance with the requirements of the PCT since, due to the above 
mentioned breadth (ANY microorganism, ANY metabolic pathway) it would 
embrace too many possibilities not being substantially supported by the 
description. The same applies to claims 2 and 3. 

As a consequence, the search has been limited to the specific example 
disclosed 1n the description namely the attenuation of Mycobacterium 
through the Inhibition of a kinase in particular the pKnG kinase. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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